
Nonfiction Recommendations for High School

Compiled in conjunction with workshop "Nonfiction Matters!"  12/13/2011

Author Last Name Author First Name Title Publisher Copyright Recommended by

Anonymous Go Ask Alice Simon & Schuster 1971
Morgan Kristal 
(Buffalo)

Aronson Marc
Sugar Changed the World: a Story of Magic, 
Spice, Slavery, Freedom, and Science Clarion Books 2010

Emily Sityar (St. 
Mary's HS)

Bartoletti Susan Campbell Hitler Youth: Growing up in Hitler's Shadow Scholastic 2005 Ann Marie Wik

Brisick Jamie
Have Board, Will Travel : the Definitive History of 
Surf, Skate, and Snow Harper 2004

Julia Taggart 
(Tonawanda)

Cataldie Louis , MD
Coroner’s Journal: Forensics and the Art of 
Stalking Death

Berkley Books      
(Penguin) 2006 Susie Kane

Conway Lorie
Forgotten Ellis Island: the Extraordinary Story of 
America's Immigrant Hospital

Smithsonian 
Books/Collins 2007

Sharon Moore 
(Immaculata)

Fleischman John
Phineas Gage: a Gruesome But True Story 
About Brain Science Houghton Mifflin 2002

Susie Kane 
(Williamsville)

Gladwell Malcolm Outliers: the Story of Success
Little, Brown & 
Company 2008

Jan Suda 
(Cheektowaga)

Graydon Shari
Made You Look: How Advertising Works and 
Why You Should Know Annick Press 2003

Julia Taggart 
(Tonawanda)

Hill Laban Carrick
Harlem Stomp a Cultural History of the Harlem 
Renaissance

Little, Brown & 
Company 2003

Julia Taggart 
(Tonawanda)

Hillenbrand Laura
Unbroken: a World War II Story of Survival, 
Resilience & Redemption Random House 2010

Cathy McMaster 
(Amherst)

Krakauer Jon Into the Wild
Villard Books        
(Doubleday) 1996

Cathy McMaster 
(Amherst)

Kriegel Mark Pistol : The life of Pete Maravich Free Press 2007
Susie Kane 
(Williamsville)

Larson Erik
The Devil in the White City:  Murder, Magic and 
Madness at the Fair that Changed America

Vintage Books 
(Random House) 2003

Ann Marie Wik 
(Lancaster)

Margolick Dan 
Beyond Glory: Joe Louis vs. Max Schmeling and 
a World on the Brink  

Vintage Books 
(Random House) 2005

Susie Kane 
(Williamsville)
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McMillan Beverly
Titanic: Fortune & Fate: Catalogue from the 
Mariners' Museum Exhibition

Mariners' 
Museum/ Simon & 
Schuster 1998

Ann Marie Wik 
(Lancaster)

Murphy Jim
An American Plague: the True and Terrifying 
Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 Clarion Books 2003

Emily Sityar (St. 
Mary's HS)

Pearce Fred
Earth Then and Now: Amazing Images of our 
Changing World Firefly Books 2008

Julia Taggart 
(Tonawanda)

Philbrick Nathaniel
In the Heart of the Sea: the Tragedy of the 
Whaleship Essex  Penguin 2000

Susie Kane 
(Williamsville)

Prejean Helen, C.S.J.
Dead Man Walking: an Eyewitness Account of 
the Death Penalty in the United States

Vintage Books 
(Random House) 1993

Ann Marie Wik 
(Lancaster)

Rubalcaba Jill
Every Bone Tells a Story : Hominin Discoveries, 
Deductions, and Debates Charlesbridge, 2008

Leslie Occhiuto (Park 
School)

Runyon Brent The Burn Journals Alfred A Knopf 2004
Jan Suda 
(Cheektowaga)

Wallis Michael Billy the Kid: the Endless Ride
W.W. Norton & 
Company 2007

Susie Kane 
(Williamsville)
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